The Early Church and Gregorian
Chant
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Objectives

TODAY:

e #1. understand why chant exists
— formation of Catholic Church
— unification of the Holy Roman Empire

e #2. understand basic features of chant
TUESDAY (1/24)
¢ quiz on analysis of chant

Roman Empire, 116 CE
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Spread of Christianity
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313: Edict of Milan

392: Christianity: off. religion of Empire
396: Empire divided

476: fall of Rome and Western empire

Frankish/Holy Roman Empire

(Carolingian Era, 8t century C.E.)
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Charlemagne/Pope Leo

¢ Christmas 800 C.E.

¢ unified Church and
Empire

Charlemagne crowned by Leo Il




Christian Liturgy

* spread Christianity
¢ unify the empire
¢ two services

— Mass
— Holy Office
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The Mass

daily; at least weekly
commemorates Last Supper

“ordinary” chants

* same text every day

¢ recognized by first word if text
* Kyrie

* Gloria

e Credo

* Sanctus

* Agnus dei

¢ [Ita missa est]




“proper” chants

¢ new text and new music every day
e contains antiphons

Hint:
One needs to sing the chant that is “proper” for
that given day!
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musical traits

« intonation: ¥

¢ text setting
— syllabic (1-2 notes/syllable, see ex. 3)
— neumatic (1 to 6 n/s, see ex. 4)
— melismatic (has melismas, see ex. 2)

“proper” chants

* Proper
— “Action” chants [Introit, Offertory, Communion]:
* usually neumatic
— “Reading” chants [Gradual, Alleluia]
 usually melismatic — musical highpoint of Mass




important symbols

* Psalm verse: PS (see ex. 1)

— Soloists sing until *

e \erse: (see ex. 5)

— Soloists sing until *
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chant analysis

¢ Introit (NAWM 3a)
— Lesser Doxology
e Euououae=“Seculorum Amen”
¢ Form: Antiphon-Psalm-Doxology-Antiphon
—music=ABB’'A

8 mode system i
CHWM, p. 42 ;

¢ From Boethius

¢ Three step analysis
e 1. Final

-D,EFG
e 2. Ambitus

— Authentic

— Plagal

e 3. Tenor
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Example 2

s b A | . 3 '
B I ) ’?:,, £
Enedi-cimus Dé-
e
{ - LRy i e Y X TR T
mi-no.
- A 1L
N a1
R. Dé- o gra- ti- as,
back

Example 3




Example 4
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Example 5
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